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Elevations in fc•t 

DJIA.\411" n IUl'Y t\.ONINGrft 
COMPI\ fD lilY lEO J, BQ(If.li."jC\iMtDT 

ta .. QCiUPHIC JI:RT fliVI\ION 
@ NMIOHAL ~EOGRAPHIC SOC! ElY 

Mexican Journey 
D .. 11 south through Mexico, as thousand'.! 
of'ol/mpic visitors will do this fall, thr Ga~rett k' 
~ 'J followed a route of their own chocsmg, set mg 
~~~T~!(-~e-way sights u we/las f1miliar litndmark\?~1ca ita/ 
t1111ir trip from the United S000t~tu ~rd~r~u!~'1~!('A.tcxic!, 29 states 
they motortcl more th•n Z • mt e~ " d t 'I! blued by 
and the Ftderal District. Countless ttmes t~ey crou~ n::: 0 .ned the world's 
the 16th--century conqui~t~dors, w~ose (a"jou~n:l. grandrur of its l11dian empir~s. 
eyts to the beauty of thrs mountamous an an 
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uu·~'"''"' we to 
Los Mochis near the Gulf of California. Even 
today the trip is impossible by car, for the 
great mountain spine known as the Sierra 
Madre Occidental and the Tarahumara 
Range, with its giant canyons (preceding 
pages), block access. The latter plunge deeper 
and four times longer than the Grand Canyon. 

Until 1961, the only way across was by 
mule. Then the Chihuahua al Pacifico rail­
road, pushing track 420 miles through 89 
tunnels .and over .31 bridges, finished its line 
from the city of Chihuahua to the Gulf of 
California. It was the first road of any kind 
across Mexico's rugged Sierra Madre between 
the United States border and Durango, 6 7 4 
miles to the south (map, page 148). 
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